
  

 

                                                                                                                              Happy HolidaysHappy HolidaysHappy Holidays   

     

         2nd  - ELKS MEMORIAL SERVICE   

 

 

      7th  - ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS               

               CHARITY DINNER DANCE   

  

 
 

 

 
    
         8th - LODGE HOOP SHOOT    

 

  13th  - LODGE MEETING 7:30 PM  

 

  24 th  - CHRISTMAS EVE  

            SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

 

  25 th  - MERRY CH RISTMAS  

            LODGE CLOSED   

                   
No Dinner Service - Christmas week or Jan. 1st 
No Initiation this month  
No Spaghetti Dinner or Bingo this month  
 

Happy 2008 

  December 2007                   www.PaloAltoElks.org                650-493-4249   
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Exalted Ruler Message 
By ER, Bob Fleck 

 

Here we are in December with Christmas right around the corner.  December 

is a giving time of year.  It makes us feel good to do something for someone 

else whether it is family, friend or charity. 

 

In the spirit of making you feel good about our Elk family I thought I would 

mention just a few of the things your membership dues, attendance at Elks 

charitable events and your contributions have provided.  The list is too long 

to cover everything the Elks contribute on a National and local level. So I 

thought I would tell you what we accomplished for the California-Hawaii 

Major Project, often referred to as ñCHEAò or the ñMajor Projectò.  The  

Major Project addresses the unmet needs of children with disabilities. 

 

We employ 24 full time therapists and 10 pediatric vision screeners.  Last 

year they traveled over 500,000 miles.  The therapists provide over 14,000 

therapy sessions each year for children with disabilities.  Children that would 

otherwise be hopelessly disabled are taught to walk and talk.  The California-

Hawaii  Elks  started  the  Major  Project  in  1950.  Since  then,  over 57,000  

children with disabilities have received in home therapy from the Elks.  Over 

50,000 children each year now have their vision screened and last year we 

referred over 2,000 children to eye specialists.  In many cases, if these eye 

problems are not detected early, the damage becomes permanent, causing 

faulty vision or blindness and profoundly affecting the childôs self esteem 

and the ability to learn.  Since 1965 when the California-Hawaii Elks started 

this program we have screened over 1,450,000 children for vision problems. 

 

But the waiting list for our therapists continues to grow.  You can help, 

hereôs how.  If every member of our Elk family would just remembered the 

children (Major Project) at Christmas with a gift of $10 or more we could 

meet the Major Project Budget and assure continued success.  See the article 

in this months Bulletin on charitable donations, trusts & taxes. 

 

    Merry Christmas! 
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Palo Alto Elks  lodge 1471  

Christmas Charity Dinner Dance 
Friday December 7, 2007  

 
                Happy Hour 6:00 - 7:00 PM  

                                             Dinner Served at 7:00 PM  
Baked Halibut and Bourbon Baked Ham Buffet   

       
Dancing and Drawing 7:30 - 11:30PM  
 Music by The Signing Disc Jockey    

 
 

          Cost - $25.00 Per Person  

Tickets are on sale at the Elks office 

 

 
 

Charitable Giving  

Donations, Trusts & Taxes 

By Bob Fleck, Chairman Bequests & Living Trusts 

 

This writing is intended to be a brief overview of some thoughts as it pertains to charitable gifting and year-end taxes.  The 

Elks can provide you with additional   information on charitable giving that you will find helpful in your discussions with 

family, financial and legal advisors. 

 

You can always make a charitable donation to the Elks simply by writing a check to the Lodge and designating Elks Chari-

ties or specifying one of the Elks Charities in the memo line on the check.  You can take a charitable deduction from your 

income tax. 

 

You can also make a simple bequest in your will that leaves money to the Palo Alto Elks to administer on your behalf after 

your death or after the death of you and your spouse.    When Mr. Reaves passed away many years ago he named the Elks as 

beneficiary of a portion of his estate with instruction on how he would like that money spent.  The interest from that six fig-

ure gift to the Elks provides scholarships to USF students majoring in physical therapy, just as Mr. Reaves requested. 

 

How do you do that?  It is actually pretty simple.  If you do not have a will, have one prepared by an attorney, naming the 

Lodge or one of Elks charities, such as the Major Project as one of the recipients of your estate.  If you have a will, your 

attorney can add a simple codicil (change) to your will.  If you have a living trust your attorney can make a simple amend-

ment to the trust adding the charitable donation. 

 

A little more complicated is a Charitable Remainder Trust.  You can make a current contribution that will benefit, for exam-

ple, the Major Project for years and provides you with income and a current tax deduction?  Basically, here is how it works.  

You put $10,000 or more in the Trust and you received 7% of the Trust value each year as long as you or your spouse is 

living.  The IRS gives you an immediate income tax deduction based on your age.  As an example if you are age 79 and 

your spouse is age 75 and you put $10,000 into the Trust you would received 7% per year and an immediate income tax 

deduction of $4,256.  When you and your spouse pass away the Major Project gets the balance of the Trust.  Want to learn 

more?  Just ask, we have great material on the subject. 




