On Truth & Rumor
by Exalted Ruler, Bob Fleck

| have observed throughout my years as an Elk a problem that
is like a cancer to our Elk family that can easily be corrected. It
involves truth and rumors. | would like to share this story with you.

In ancient Greece, Socrates was reputed to hold knowledge in high
esteem. One day an acquaintance met the great philosopher and
said, Socrates, do you know what | just heard about your friend?

Hold on a minute, Socrates replied. Before telling me anything I'd like
you to pass a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test. Socrates
continued. Before you talk to me about my friend, it might be a
good idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. The
first filter  is Truth . Have you made absolutely sure that what you
are about to tell me is true?

No, the man said, actually | just heard about it and...

All right, said Socrates. So you don't really know if it's true or not.
Now let's try the second filter , the filter of Goodness . Is what you
are about to tell me about my friend something good?

No, the man said, on the contrary . . . .

So, Socrates continued, you want to tell me something bad about
him, but you're not certain it's true. You may still pass the test
though, because there's one filter left: the third filter of
Usefulness . s what you want to tell me about my friend going to
be useful to me?

No, the man said, not really.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships

The California - Hawaii Elks Major
Project is again offering from 24 to
R0 KE&chdidrdhps for disabled
students residing in either
K cdiiforhid! §rfHawaii and wishing to
pursue undergraduate or
vocational education at an
accredited college or vocational
school beginning in 2008-2009
year.

These are $1,000 or $2,000, one
(1) year scholarships, which may
be renewed for up to four
(4) years. Graduate students
not eligible.

To be eligible to apply, a student
must have a medically verifiable
physical, neurological, visual, or
hearing impairment, and/or
speech/language disorder, be a
resident of California or Hawaii , or
CHSP Exam. Scholarship selection
criteria will be based on application
form applicant essay, school
g&aEd/gﬁ, financial need,
recommendations from a school
official, and from a qualified
professional who specializes in the
applicant ds

Applicants for this program will be
accepted from February 1 thru
March 15, 2008.

If any lodge member has any
children, grandchildren, relatives
or friends who might be interested
in this program, please have them
contact Jan at the Lodge office at
(650) 493-4249 ext. 221 for
application information.
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Elks Lodge 1471 is
saddened to announce the
deaths of the following

members:

Frank Lindholm #5725
(Life Member)
Born: 7 -30-18
Init: 12-17-59
Died: 12-9 -07

Julian Basin #9571
(Life Member)
Born: 8-20-12
Init: 10-2 -53
Died: 12 -26-07

Tony Walles #12176
Born: 11 - 6 -27
Init: 4 -29-93

Died: 1 -30-08
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for March 2008
by Dom Garafano

The February Bingo was a great success; we had a full, happy, house. Steve Ebaugh did a great job
calling the numbers and Loren Dowell, Jack Pfluke, Mitch Johnson, Dewey Jacques, Frank Henry, Paul
Pickert and this writer worked the floor. This session was one that had a lot of early bingos and we were

Vet eranos Bul

kept hopping to stay ahead. At the end of the rligh
Al t o El ks. 0 The decision was mad e, with Tomods ple r mi
storage area at the hospital so that it will be close at hand when we need it.

As an Elks deputy representative to the Veterans Administration Voluntary Service (VAVS) Advisory
committee | attended the first meeting of 2008. A lot of good information passed along at that time as

follows.

- The budget news still looks good for an increase of 12% for this year.

- The appropriation approval for the construction of a new Building 2 finally came through. The amount
approved was much larger than previously approved.

- Hometel is a building where veterans can stay overnight while they are awaiting surgery. Hometel is in

one of 4 Modular units that were constructed after the 1989 earthquake. To say they were sparse is

putting it mildly. A group of builders and businessmen have taken over the task of replacing the present

hometel with a new 10 million dollar facility with double the present occupancy. The good part is it will be

done at no cost to the VA.

-The Palo Alto Health System in partners with the S
Homeo event at Mof fett Field on May 10. The purnpos

what Veterans Administration benefits they are eligible for. This is to be a family friendly affair with games

for the children, refreshments and live entertainment. There will be 5 Advisory booths staffed with VA
specialists available to the returning veterans and plenty of available free parking. Federal law does not
permit spending on food and entertainment to the attendees, so the VA is looking for donations from

various support organizations. They expect over 500 to attend. The Palo Alto share is estimated at $7,000
to $8,000. | will supply information on how individuals can contribute to this great event as soon as it

becomes available.

Look for a great folder put out by the Department of Veterans Affairs. As soon as | can get copies they
will be available at the front office.

Median age of Veterans, Iraqi 20-29 years old, Gulf war 37 years old, Vietnam 60 years, Korean 76 years
and WWII 84 years old.

#13217 & #8040 AKA The Né/)é{@&[‘@-{/éfsrlare
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In February 2008, long time Lodge Member Robert (Bob) Kenyon was surprised by a

message from the Consulate General of France, San Francisco, advising that Bob has

been chosen to receive the Legion of Honor
the highest decoration in France. Date and place of the award ceremony will be set in the near future. Bob was
picked for this award to express the thanks and appreciation of France for his military service during World War
Il when he served W't hfamery. DSvi Ai mpo§TO@gh 6O0Ombresodo in

The French Legion of Honor is a world-renowned Order, established by Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte | on May
19, 1802. This decoration has been awarded to individuals, institutions, cities and villages of countries all over
the world. Among the 10,000 awards received by Americans are Generals of the Army Eisenhower and
MacArthur, and other prominent people from all walks of life.

In 1949, the Academies at West Point and Annapolis also were decorated. (2)

Nineteen-year-old Staff Sergeant Bob Kenyon and his fellow soldiers landed on Utah Beach on DDay, June 1944,

and they fought their way inland until they reached the village of Periers, where the Germans made a stand. For

three days, fierce fighting raged around Periers, with heavy casualties and loss of lives by Americans, Germans,

and local citizens. On July 28", the Germans finally retreated and the village was free. Bob was seriously

wounded in this battle. The Army awarded him two Bronze Star Medals (Valor) and the Purple Heart. Later,

Third Army Commander, General ©bPbvigsi Pmtbyndetbaoireg Bl
outstanding unit in the entire European Campaigno. (1) (

The citizens of Periers never forgot what the young American soldiers did for them in the dark days of 1944. In

fact, this vil | %mBwsior theloalpillage/town intEerop®t6 do such an act in WWII. After the

War , the Main Street waDivésamed, f{Pne vhg iloaas9@Gnni versa
Periers (July 28"), representatives of the village contacted surviving members of the 90 " and invited them to

travel back to Periers for celebrations and ceremonies, while staying in the homes of its citizens. Bob returned to

Periers in 1984, 1994, 2000, and 2004, staying in the home of Georges and Anna Fremy and their family. The

celebration of 2000 included the dedication of a new statue in the center of the village, honoring the 90 ™ Division.

(See enclosed photos taken in 2000.) (1) (3)

Bob Kenyon, 83, has lived in Menlo Park for 36 years. His wife of 50 years, Ruth Kenyon, passed away in 2003.
In addition to his 28 -year membership in the Palo Alto Elks, he is a long time member of the Valley Presbyterian
Church in Portola Valley. Also, he is a 20 year member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and he served as
Commander of the Redwood City Post. (1)

CONGRATULATIONS to Bob Kenyon, a great American ! Your brother and sister Elks are very proud of you !
References:

(1) Interviews with Edward S. Hamilton, LTC, US Army (Ret)
and Robert Kenyon.

(2 Legi on d ® WikipediaeEnayclopedia By Ed Mendell, PER
3 Awar From the Ground Upo by John Col by
(4) The World Book Encyclopedia 02/18/08



