
New Officers for a New Year 

Dates to Remember:  MAY 2007 

4ð Spaghetti-5:00 p.m./Bingo-7:00 p.m. 

8ðInvestigationð7:00 p.m. 

10ðLodge Meeting/Ballotingñ7:30                      
p.m. 

13ðMothersô Day Service 

16-19ðState Convention at Fresno 

17ðDirt Crew BBQ 

22ðIndoctrinationð7:00 p.m. 

24ðLodge Meeting/Initiationñ7:30 
p.m. 

28ðMemorial Day / Sunday Schedule 
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Elks Bulletin  

Palo Alto Lodge #1471 May, 2007 

Robert Fleck, Exalted Ruler 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ----Athletic Facility Fees---- In the event that our Lodge is 

closed during this fiscal year the athletic facility fees will be refunded pro rata based upon 

the date of the closing of the facility, or you will receive the benefit of the unused portion 

when the new facility opens.  There are no expected changes in the annual dues structure.   

[Excerpts from ER Bob Fleckôs Installation Speech] 

  

This will be a tough year ï the immediate goal is the New Lodge and the in 
between steps it will take to transition into it.   

  

The long range goal is to develop a 3-Year Plan with 3 primary objectives: 

1. Succession Management and continuity of management goals has been a 
major problem in our Lodge and Lodges all across the country.  We need 
to prepare future leaders by giving them the opportunity to learn and 
participate in management and goal setting at many different levels. 

 

2. Better Communications within the Lodge, between the Lodge and the 
Grand Lodge and with the surrounding community.   

 

3. Membership Growth not for the sake of simply adding numbers, but to 
attract those with a sense of community and the family of Elks.  Those 
individuals that we can be proud to be associated with. 

  

Bob also applauded the tremendous effort put in last year by ER, Rod 
Norville, Chairman of the Board Joe Cindrich, the Trustees and Lodge 
members Mike Siri and Bob Nedd, in furthering the efforts on the sale of the 
property and the building of the new Lodge. 

   

He also acknowledged Joe Cindrich who for the second time in three years 
received the Officer of the Year Award and John Tomac for Elk of the Year 
honors.   
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Dr. Cindrich has a distinguished 

career as public servant. He served 

as a government official for over 

twenty-seven years including four 

years in the United States Marine 

Corps. Dr. Cindrich served as a 

high government official in Wash-

ington, D.C. and as the regional ad-

ministrator for US DOT Region IX 

in San Francisco, California. 

After earning his undergraduate and 

Masterôs degrees from Indiana Uni-

versity, Dr. Cindrich earned a doc-

toral degree from the University of 

Maryland. During a 10-year period, 

Dr. Cindrich served as a university 

professor in three major academic 

institutions, Western Illinois Uni-

versity, the University of Maryland 

and San Diego State University. He 

later returned to San Diego State 

University where he helped to de-

velop their new Graduate School of 

Public Health.    

Dr. Cindrich has extensive experi-

ence and a strong background in 

maintaining sound working rela-

tionships with both public and pri-

vate sector groups and agencies. 

His testimony before state legisla-

tors and the US Congress resulted 

in the passage of stronger and more 

effective laws.  Joe became a mem-

ber of the BPOE in 1966 and has 

served as Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees since 2003.  

Dr. Joseph Cindrich  
Trustee 

Donna Keiffer has served as a 

Lodge Officer over the last two 

years and is now serving as the 

Esteemed Leading Knight.  She 

was raised in Missouri-a graduate 

of Missouri University with a BS 

in Biology, and received addi-

tional training for registry as 

a Histologist and Medical tech-

nologist. She is also member of 

American Society of Clinical Pa-

thologists. 

Donna has worked in the Medical 

profession for over thirty years, 

and is currently working as a His-

tologist at the Veteranôs Hospital 

in Palo Alto. 

In addition to her medical work, 

she has an accredited teaching 

certificate in the art field. She 

now paints in oil and acrylic, as 

well as teaching private students.  

She is also an active member of 

the Los Altos Art club.  She is a 

widow with two grown sons. 

Donna Keiffer 
Esteemed Leading Knight 

Bob Fleck has been a member of the 

Palo Alto Elks since 1985.  He has 

been involved in numerous athletic 

facilities and Lodge projects; chaired 

the Finance Committee, served on 

the House Committee, past Vice-

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

and as a Lodge Officer prior to his 

election as Exalter Ruler.    
Bob has a BS degree from San Jose 
State University, along with more 
than 25 years of management experi-
ence of both publicly-held compa-
nies and startups.  He served as CEO 
of a publicly-held Company, Presi-
dent of three other companies and on 
the Board of Directors of five com-
panies.  He has experience address-
ing issues involving turnaround 
situations, strategic and business 
planning and as lead negotiator in 
the sale of a Bank to Citicorp.  He 
formed Financial Advisory Services, 
a personal and business consulting 
firm that specialized in risk reward 
modeling and the analysis of invest-
ments.  He also formed a communi-
cations company specializing in pro-
viding management reports and em-
ployee compensation and benefit 
statements.   Prior to that, he spent 
13 years with a NYSE company as a 
Brokerage Consultant.  His current 
involvement includes a high-tech 
start-up company dealing with large 
screen, high resolution displays.  

Robert Fleck 

Exalted Ruler 
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Andrew Catan, relatively new to the 

Elks, brings a wealth of experience 

and  boundless energy to the Lodge. 

Andrew entered the Navy out of 

high school, and served as an Elec-

trician on Submarines.  He left the 

Navy after a full tour.   

After the Navy, Andrew went to 

work for Northern Telecom, and 

then  SRI,  as a Telephone Engineer.  

He worked in the Telecom industry 

for several years, and now he owns 

his own Telecom consulting busi-

ness. 

Andrew and his wife Susan have 

one daughter.  They live in Moun-

tain View. 

Although he is new to the Lodge, 

already he has made huge contribu-

tions, including replacing the aged 

phone system on his own time and 

at his own expense.  He has become 

a fixture at the Dirt Crew Barbe-

ques, Bingo Nights, and many other 

events, volunteering for what he 

considers to be a valuable cause. 

Andrew Catan is valuable addition 

to this Lodge and to the community. 

Andrew Catan  
Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
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Don Siglinger, PER is a United 

States Navy veteran. He was em-

ployed by  Ford Aerospace and 

Loral Space Systems. During his 

career he was involved with the 

Apollo Space program at NASA 

in Houston, Texas and was one of 

the trainers for the Apollo astro-

nauts. In 1982 he came to Palo 

Alto and was responsible for many 

satellites launched by Ford Aero-

space and Loral Space Systems. 

Don and his wife Nancy have 

lived in Palo Alto for more that 30 

years and are looking forward to 

the new Elks Lodge. 

Don Siglinger  
Lodge Secretary 

Jack is a 29 year member of Lodge 

#1471. He has been an active mem-

ber of the Veteran's Committee for 

over ten years and has served on 

several work detachments to repair 

the handball courts. He as also been 

active with both the Girl Scouts and 

the Boy Scouts for a period exceed-

ing 20 years. He has held various 

offices with the Boy Scouts culmi-

nating with three years as Scout-

master of Palo Alto Troop #57. 

Jackôs career as a geophysicist ex-

tended well over thirty years. Most 

of his employment was with the U. 

S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and 

then with the U. S. Geologic Sur-

vey. 

Jack has been married to Sybil 

Hochguertel Pfluke for 47 years. 

They have five children ( three 

girls, two boys) and ten grandchil-

dren. Their family, in California, 

Michigan, Ohio, Hawaii, France 

and New Zealand, is spread over 

the globe. Most of their vacation 

time is spent visiting family in one 

or the other of these interesting 

places.  

Jack Pfluke  
Esteemed Loyal Knight 

New Palo Alto Lodge  
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